
Dehumanization Is Not An Option
An Inquiry Into The Exercise Of Authority

Against Perceived Wrongdoers

Since September 2001 gruesome details have
been revealed about the mistreatment of prison-

ers at Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo Bay and other deten-
tion facilities run by the United States. Yet their
treatment in general differs only by degree from the
treatment of people imprisoned in the U.S. and other
countries.
This mistreatment is not due to the rogue actions of a
few “bad apples.” It is a predictable response by people
placed in a position of authority over those they see as
undeserving of humane treatment.
Dehumanization Is Not An Option explores how the
inhumane treatment of real or suspected wrongdoers
is contributed to by the unleashing of authoritarian
attitudes, and that bureaucratic systems contribute to
barbaric behavior.
Chapters include:

Quiet Rage: The Stanford Prison Experiment
 Obedience To Authority Is Endemic
 Dehumanization Paves The Path To Mistreatment
 Psychological Dehumanization of Prisoners
 Bureaucracies Fuel Dehumanization
 Deja Vu — U.S. Again Circumvents Geneva Con-
vention
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